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PUBLISHER’S NOTE 


IT IS OBVIOUS AT A GLANCE that Korean art participates in the greater 
East Asian art tradition. (It was impossible for a small neighboring 
nation not to be influenced by the militarily aggressive and culturally 
expansive Chinese giant.) Nevertheless, the art of Korea has many 
distinctive features of its own, features that are emphasized in the 
present selection of 142 motifs and designs from authentic old art 
works. Connoisseurs recognize and especially appreciate the unique 
qualities of the royal crowns of the Old Silla dynasty, the inlaid 
celadon vases of the Kory6 dynasty and the folding screens and 
cabinet furniture of the Yi dynasty. At certain historic turning points, 
Koreans were also the tutors of Japan, transmitting Buddhism and its 
related arts beginning in the sixth century (A.D.) and establishing 
some of the great Japanese pottery factories in the seventeenth. 

Independent kingdoms first arose on Korean soil in the first 
century B.C.: Kogury6é in the north (roughly, present-day North 
Korea), Paekche in the southwest and (Old) Silla in the southeast. In 
the seventh century (A.D.), with the help of China, Silla conquered 
the other two kingdoms, to become Unified Silla, or Great Silla. (The 
nation was subsequently always united until 1945.) In 918, Unified 
Silla was replaced by a new dynasty, the Koryéd, which was to 
produce the celadon (grayish green) ceramics that are now prize 
possessions of museums and private collectors around the world. The 
Yi dynasty, Korea’s last, reigned from 1392 to 1910, when the 
country was annexed by Japan. (All dates in the captions in this book 
are A.D.) 


Artists and designers will be delighted with these florals, abstracts, 
animal studies and other motifs derived from paintings, furniture, 
metal-work, ceramic vessels, textiles, tiles and other objects that are 
part of the vigorous and arresting Korean artistic heritage. 


Enlarged detail from a golden buckle, Ist-2nd century. 


Six embroidered Buddhist symbols (mystic knot, fish, jar, parasol, conch shell, 
lotus), no date. 
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Border design, Unified Silla, 771. 


5th-6th century. 


Old Silla, 


Earrings, 


Royal robe adornments, Old Silla, 6th-7th century. 
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Ornamental tiles, Old Silla, 6th-8th century. 


Saddle ornament, Old Silla, 5th-6th century 


Embroidered silk motifs 
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Outlines of rsa crowns, Old Silla, 5th-6th century. 


eas 
x 
= 


eS 
x 


ox 
(Ses 


"ons eG! 
f 
GC 


6th-7th century. 


Motifs taken from an Old Silla vase, 


Elements of a royal headdress, Paekche, 6th century. 


Ornamental tiles, Paekche, 7th century. 


Part of a mural painting, Kogury6, 6th century. 


asf 
OF 


Detail from a decorated ceiling, Kogury6, 6th century. 
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Enlarged detail, with a phoenix, from a helmet, Kogury6, 5th-6th century. 
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Motif from a lacquer casket, 1st century. 


702) 3°. O82 221) 34 e) 
fe) 
° Zoi4o 0L/% oL/ Bo 


0° 9006 


, 
= 
SS 


<> 


SCZ > 
M1, C) 
MURZIMSSNSS 


= 
z, 


00000 [ome xe) 
oe) 00 
o700 0 roXe) 


Detail from a golden casket, Unified Silla, 9th century. 


Design symbolic of happiness and long life, no date. 


Traditional ornamental metal furniture mounts, no date. 
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Four ornamental tiles, Old Silla and Kogury6; two vases, Kory6 (none with 
specific dates). 


Girdle pendant, Old Silla, 5th-7th century. 
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Roof tile with demon mask, Unified Silla, 7th-8th century 


Floral tile from a temple floor, Unified Silla, 7th-8th century 


Designs from a headrest, Koryo, 12th-13th century. 


Headrest, Koryo, 10th-12th century. 


Covered bowl, Kory6, 14th century. 


Silk embroidery design with three Taoist symbols (scroll painting, books, stringed 
instrument), no date. 


Design from roof tiles, Kory6, 12th century. 
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Decoration of a gilt bronze Buddhist shrine, Kory6, Ilth-12th century 


Mural painting motifs, Paekche, 6th-7th century. 


Floral garland from a Buddhist shrine, Kory6, llth-12th century. 
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Two views of a ceramic bowl with inlaid decoration, Kory6, mid-12th century. 
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Details from a vase, Koryo, 12th century. 


Porcelain box: lid and scroll design, Kory6, Ith-12th century. 
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Inlaid celadon plaque, Kory6,13th century. 


Details from a porcelain vase with inlaid decoration, Kory6, 12th-13th century. 
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Celadon incense burner, Kory6, 12th century. 
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Detail from a bronze bowl, Kory6, 12th century. 
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Ducks on a river bank, after a Yi dynasty painting by Sin Sa’imdang (1512-1559). 


Details from a white porcelain vase with blue decoration, Yi, mid-15th century. 


Birds in a tree, after a Yi dynasty painting by Cho Sok (1594-1668). 


Butterflies and grasshopper, after an anonymous Yi dynasty painting, 18th 
century. 
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Snowy landscape, after a Yi dynasty painting by Sim Sa-jong (1707-1769). 


Floral designs from a wine bottle and a water jar, Yi, 18th century. 


Cats and sparrows, after a Yi dynasty painting by Pyoén San-byék, mid-18th 
century. 
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Pagoda, after a gold and silver painting on silk, Kory6,1369. 
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Two views of a bowl for washing brushes, Yi, 19th century. 


Details from a multipaneled screen, Yi, 19th century. 
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